Secretary Rusk’s News Conference of November 8 


Presa relerse 572 dated November 8 


Secretary Rusk: I know you have many mat- 
ters on your minds this morning; so I won’t take 
your time with opening statements. Iam ready 
for your questions. 


Q. Ur. Secretary, the secrecy around the 
wheat negotiations with the Russians} is greater 
thanusual. Your aides herein the Department, 
whose job has been to inform us, claim that they 
know nothing because they are not briefed. 
Vove, this has been going on for weeks, and we 
believe we have a legitimate interest. Can you 
fell us how it stands? 


A. Well, we are in a period in which the 
wheat problem is being discussed with the Soviet 
Union. There ts a certain amount of bargain- 
Ing going on. Obviously it is not in our in- 
terest to disvlose the details of a bargaining 
situation. I wouldn't mind telling you gentle- 
men what the situation is if you would promise 
not fo tell the Soviet Union the process of this 
bargaining, 

But, as Mr. Whrushchey indicated yesterday, 
some progress has been made, but we don't know 
yet what the outcome will be. The President 
indicated in his last press conference that these 
unttiors cueht to be left to the negotiators, and 
1 would be content to leave it there for the time 
being. Vhey are meetine this morning, and 
there may be other meetings, I don’t know. 

QO. Mr. Secretary, could you qive us your 
appraisal of the situttion now in Viet-Nam, 
since we have reeagnized (2 and whet do you 
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see ahead in the future as to the impact on 
US. policy in Southeast Asia? 


A. Well, I think the great question which 
has been in front of us all along has been how 
to get on with the main job of assuring that 
South Viet-Nam is secure and able to work out 
its own future under its own leadership and 
without any interference from the outside. 

Now, we were very much concerned when in 
1950 the Viet Cong, with public support from 
Hanot, moveel to interfere in South Viet-Nam 
and indeed threatened to take it over, and there 
has been steady growth in assistance and help 
by the United States and others to South Viet- 
Nain in tht. strugete. 

We were also concerned in May and June 
and uly of this vear when developments in 
South Vier-Nami indicated that there was a 
crowing aap between Cie gavernment and the 
peaple ot that cemutry, and there was some 
danger that the solidsrity of the country irself 
In nieeting tits thrert would be undermined by 
ditferences within che country, 

Now itis oir hope thar the political and the 
military lendership that has now formed a new 
SOVeOPHINent there in Viet-Nam will be able 
to rally the counres, consolicdiace the effart, cet. 
on with the job, so that that country can be 
independent and free and secure. 

As far as the [United States is concerned, we 
do not have and have never had any special 
United States mterest in terms of military bases 
or anytiine of that sort. Our primary con- 
cern with Viet-Nam is that it be secure and 
Independent. as it is enticled to be, and we wre 
hopettul now that there will be a conselidation 
of efort and that the central problem there will 
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A. No, that is a matter which will be dis- 
cussed. Phese are mutters that are revularly 
discussed in NATO [North Atlantic Treaty 
Oruanization} and the OECD [Organization 
for Isconomic Cooperation and Development]. 
Credit: policies have been a matter of general 
coordimution, not only as far as the Sovict bloc is 
concerned but also with regard to the free 
world. And I would suppose these matters 
would be discussed further. But I have noth- 
inge Specific on that to say this morning. 


Report of Soviet Arms to Algeria 


ῳ. Mx. Secretary, it was reported that Soviet 
unas have been reaching Algeria from Cuba 
snl from Egypt. De you think that the Soviets 
ave engaged here ina neu gambit. or do you 
thik isan initiative of the Cuban and Egyp- 
tan Governments in supplying these WEAPONS 
to Algeria? 

A. The recent Algerian-Moroccan affair § has 
underlined to us the importance of other coun- 
tries, other powers, staying out of it. These 
two great Arab people, two Maghrebian people, 
vught to be able to resolve their problems be- 
tween themselves and within an African frame- 
work. Now, any intrusion from the outside 
simpiy makes that more difficult and raises the 
possibility that still others might then come in 
and create a type of confrontation there which 
would be in the adverse interest of both peoples 
eonverned, 

I don’t, myself, necessarily connect the Cuban 
ship with the particular incident that arose at 
the borders, because the timing of the departure 
of these supplies from Cuba apparently was 
such that it preceded the actual outburst of the 
fighting. It might have been related to other 
problems there of some other sort. 

But I think it is very important that others 
keep out of that situation, so that these two 
countries can settle this atfair between them- 
Seives and within the framework of the OAU 
[Orsanization of African Unity] arrangements 
that are now in progress. .As you know, the 
Council of Foreign Ministers of the OAT will 
he meeting on this matter. The Emperor of 
—______ 
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Ethiopia and the President of Mali have played 
a Very constructive role itn it, and we hope very 
much thai these (wo neighbors can get together 
and work out this situation. 


Situation in Cuba 


Q. Mr. Secretary, would you please assess the 
internal situation in Cuba and particularly the 
presence or removal of the Russian troops 
there? 


A. I think there is nothing much to add to 
what the President suid on that at his last press 
conference. There have been substantial with- 
drawals of Soviet military personnel in Cuba. 
IT would uvt get into a numbers game again 
about the precise numbers, but we do know that 
there have been sientficant withdrawals, 

We also know that the situation inside of 
Cuba is very tight, fram the economic point of 
view: they are having considerable difficulties. 

One of the thines that worries us most about 
Cuba, about which we are concerned, is the 
continued effort of Mr. Castro to interfere in 
the affnirs of other countries in this hemisphere, 
and the other countries and we are working very 
closely to meet this and to deal with it as it 
arises. 

I am thinking, for example, of such things 
as that raid on the British island to recapture 
some refugees, whose only offense was they 
tried to escape the prison Mr. Castro has made 
out of Cuba, 


[Tam thinking of the training of young men 
from other Latin American countries in fer- 
rorist and guerrill: tactics, with the idea τ) at 
they would go back and engage in terrorist ac- 
tivities in their own countries. 

I am thinking of such things as financial 
subsidies to terrorists in other countries. 

These are things that are disturbing the peace 
of the Caribbean and the inter-American sys- 
tem, and that is one of the focal points of our 
aititude toward Cuba. It just will not be per- 
mitted to happen, and we are taking many 
different measnres fo interrupt this kind of 
interference, . 

Q. Jér. Seerctary, thank you. 


A. Thank vou. 
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